


Class Clowns is the brand name for the 
Melbourne International Comedy Festival’s 
education activities. It’s also the name of 
the flagship of those activities, a national 
secondary school comedy competition.

The Class Clowns competition is supported 
by teachers’ notes and resources, including 
year-round developmental and professional 
workshops.

The Festival is committed to its education 
programme, recognising how comedy, as 
an inherently individual, independent and 
intelligent medium can benefit the social and 
personal development of young people at a 
critical stage of their growing up.

Class Clowns has been running since 
1996, and each year hundreds of students 
participate, nationally. Taking a workshop or 
performing in the competition is an exciting, 
illuminating and hilarious experience, and for 
some it’s the start of a serious adventure in 
comedy. Previous Clownists are now writing 
for TV, radio stars, touring internationally or on 
the Comedy Festival Roadshow, and appearing 
in solo Festival shows of their own.

TEACHERS SUPPORT  
AND NOTES

Professional Development 
Workshops for Teachers

The Festival has developed a day long professional 
development workshop for teachers, which we can hold on 
an ad hoc basis, dependent on interest. If you’d like to learn 
more about performing or teaching comedy yourself, or 
using some of the techniques of standup performance and 
writing in your classroom, contact the Festival.

Teachers’ Notes

Are You Trying To Be Funny - Notes for Comedians Trying  
To Be is freely available to teachers participating in  
Comedy Festival education programmes and Class Clowns.

These notes, prepared especially for Class Clowns by Ian 
McFadyen (The Comedy Company, The Wedge) provide a 
chirpy overview of comedy in history and various comic 
genres, as a way into a series of extensive discussions 
about how to help your students write good comedy.

Class Clowns Video

We can send you a documentary that takes the viewer 
through the whole Class Clowns process from audition to 
National Final, filmed in 2002.

We also have copies of the 2006 National Final for sale,  
if you want to see more of the kind of work presented as 
part of this programme.

We charge $16.50 for each of these titles, to cover 
duplication and postage costs. The recordings are on DVD.

The Class Clowns Crash 
Course: no experience 
necessary!

Start here. Come with some ideas, or none. A 
professional Festival comedian comes to you, and 
spends a couple of hours giving you the tools and 
techniques to generate your first five, funny minutes.

The Festival arranges Crash Courses at your performing 
arts centre or school on request. Workshops last for 
between 2 and 3 hours and have a maximum of 25 
participants.

In our experience, a Crash Course pays off big time for 
your students, helping them to produce a much higher 
standard of work, and proceed further in the competition, 
than entering in the competition alone.

Contact Bridget Bantick bridget@comedyfestival.com.au 
or 03 9245 3700

THE CLASS CLOWNS 
COMPETITION

Class Clowns is a national comedy competition for young 
people at high school aged 14 – 17 or in Years 9 to 12.

At a Class Clowns gig, students who have prepared up to 
5 minutes of stand up comedy, a group sketch, musical 
parody, or something else inbetween, participate in a 
workshop with a professional, practising comedian, 
before presenting their act at a real, live, public 
performance.

The performance is judged, and the winners of these 
local heats go forward into state finals, and the winners 
of each state are flown to Melbourne in September to 
perform at the National Grand Final.

The Grand Final winner receives $1000 cash for 
their school and a $1000 budget to buy themselves 
something nice, too!

The Class Clowns comp comes to Melbourne and some 
regional Victorian centres over May. Download a registration 
form from our website at www.classclowns.com.au

THE CLASS CLOWNS CRASH COURSE  
WORKSHOP PROGRAMME

“Every year my students 
look forward to the Class 
Clowns competition. 
More than anything else 
this competition really 
empowers students and 
boosts their confidence. 
Nothing compares to the 
joy I see in their faces when 
they achieve the ultimate-
to make an audience laugh!” 
- Margie Bainbridge, Buckley Park 

College, Essendon (VIC)

“Our comedy unit has become 
a highlight of the Year 9 
school year for not only 
the students and teachers 
but parents and the wider 
community. Developing 
their own comedy act is a 
chance for our students to 
articulate their ideas and 
understandings; in effect 
creating their own social 
commentary of the world in 
which they live.” 

- Susan Cole, Melbourne Girls’ College (VIC)

CLASS CLOWNS COMPETITION

In the past Class Clowns has taken place in February 
and March each year. In 2009 it will take place later, 
between May and July, as it follows the Comedy 
Festival’s Touring Roadshow around the country.

This should mean Term 2 for most cities, giving  
teachers and contestants more time to prepare.

The competition will run as normal otherwise, with local 
heats running into state finals and then the national 
Grand Final being held in Melbourne in September at  
the Malthouse Theatre.

Entry is open to all comers in Years 9 to 12 or between 
14 and 17 years old, you don’t have to have done a 
previous workshop or been in touch with Class Clowns 
at all before. A 5 minute routine is all it takes and 
everyone is welcome: standup, music, sketches, physical 
comedy… anything that’s going to make us laugh!

Visit the Class Clowns website or contact the Comedy 
Festival to get your entry form.

Competition 
Performances

If your students can’t perform in the competition, they 
will no doubt enjoy watching their peers perform just 
as much, from the audience. Class Clowns gigs are a 
thundering, foot-stamping cacophony of teenaged glee 
and a real joy to watch unfold.

Class Clowns heats and finals are often free, or at most 
have nominal ticket prices only. Check the Class Clowns 
website for the schedule and treat yourself to a unique 
comedy gig.

www.classclowns.com.au
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THE CLASS CLOWNS TEENAGE GALA 

Featuring MC Sam Simmons (Triple J ) and young  

USA comic phenomenon - Bo Burnham

A BRAND NEW SPECIAL EDUCATION EVENT FOR THE 2009 COMEDY FESTIVAL

The Class Clowns Teenage Gala is a brilliantly funny showcase of the best  

comedians in Australia younger than 20, the cream of the Class Clowns crop!

April 24 is the day for this precocious partner of the Festival’s grown-up Gala, an 

L-plated clusterthunk of embarrassingly talented Clownists from around the country.

The main Melbourne Town Hall will be stomped, rumbled and sqealed to its  

foundations as several hundred schoolkids LOL at their talented peers crack up  

the Comedy Festival on its main stage.

April 24, 1pm at the Melbourne Town Hall.

Call the Comedy Festival to arrange your school group now, and get a special deal.


